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Funded by The Leverhulme Trust, Sharpshooter Leafhoppers (Hemiptera:Cicadellidae: 
Cicadellinae) An Illustrated Checklist Part 1: Old World Cicadellini is the fi rst of three 
volumes that provide an illustrated checklist to the colourful insects of the subfamily 
Cicadellinae.  This fi rst volume includes an introduction to the Cicadellinae and their
study, and and illustrated checklist of Old World species.
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the ‘Biologia Centrali-Americana’, which appeared be
tween 1894-1909. This work also contains some beau
tiful coloured plates (e.g. Fig. 5) (which are available 
online at http://www.sil.si.edu/digitalcollections/bca/).  
He described 139 (113 valid) Cicadellinae species and 
the majority of these are housed in London, but some 
others are in Vienna and Brussels (Wilson 2008). Young 
(1965c) selected and designated lectotypes of Fowl
er’s species in the course of preparation of his mono
graphs.

Leopold Melichar (1856–1924) was born in Brno, 
Moravia, Czech Republic on 5 December 1856 and 
died in Brno on 2 September 1924. For most of his 
career Melichar was a medical doctor in Vienna. He 
studied medicine in Prague and graduated in 1881 and 
first worked in Prague before moving to Vienna in 1888, 
where he worked as a high official with the Ministry 
of Health. An interest in Homoptera was suggested to 
him by Ladislav Duda and by 1896 he had published 
work on the central European fauna. His work on non-
European Homoptera started when he studied speci-
mens collected in Sri Lanka by the Czech entomologist 
Uzel (Melichar 1903b). In 1912 he retired to Brno to 

Fig. 5. Reproduction of a plate from Fowler, Biologia Centrali-Americana.
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Part 1: Old World Cicadellini - Afrotropical Species: Madagascar

Genus Acopsis Amyot & Serville

Acopsis Amyot & Serville 1843a: 232 
Ulozena Melichar 1926a: 345 

Distribution: Afrotropical: Madagascar

Acopsis viridicans Amyot & Serville
Acopsis viridicans Amyot & Serville 1843a: 574 

 Tettigonia lineatocollis Signoret 1854d: 728

Identification: Young 1986a

1. BMNH; female
 ‘Mauritius, Macchabee Forest, A.M. Hutson, 1971’
 NMWC Image No.: E000007

Distribution: Mauritius, Madagascar 

Genus Acumada Young

Acumada Young 1986a: 383

Distribution: Afrotropical: Madagascar

Acumada calva Young  
Acumada calva Young 1986a: 385

Identification: Young 1986a

Afrotropical Species: Madagascar
Genus Amplimada Young

Amplimada Young 1986a: 435

Distribution: Afrotropical: Madagascar

Amplimada quadrigatula (Jacobi) 
Tettigoniella quadrigatula Jacobi 1917a: 548 

Identification: Young 1986a

1. NCSU; male, det. Young, ‘Madagascar’ 
 NMWC Image No.: E001842

Distribution: Madagascar 

Genus Cofana Melichar

Cofana Melichar 1926a: 345 
Yasumatsuus Ishihara 1971a: 18 

Distribution: Afrotropical, Australasian, Oriental

Cofana fuscivenis Bergroth
Cofana fuscivenis Bergroth 1894a: 161

Identification: Young 1979a

Distribution: Madagascar 

Comments: No specimen located.

2. NWAU; female, det. Zhang
 ‘China Tongzon Forest Area’ 
 NMWC Image No.: E003866

Distribution: Madagascar. [Afrotropical] [Australasian] 
[New Guinea] [Oriental] 

Cofana unimaculata (Signoret)
Tettigonia unimaculata Signoret 1854a: 26 

 Tettigonia punctum Taschenberg 1884a: 445 
 Kolla mimica Distant 1908g: 225 
 Kolla tripunctifrons Banks 1910a: 51 
 Tettigoniella differentialis Baker 1914a: 420 
 Tettigoniella hopinensis Distant 1918b: 3 
 Deltocephalus trimaculatus Distant 1918b: 83 
 Cofana karachiensis Ara & Ahmed 1988a: 290
 Cofana karjatensis Ramakrishnan 1985a: 129

Identification: Young 1979a, 1986a, Wilson & Claridge 
1991, Krishnankutty & Viraktamath 2008

1. NMWC; male, det. Young, ‘N. Nigeria, Zaria’ 
NMWC Image No.: E003883

2. NMWC; female, det. Young, ‘N. Nigeria, Zaria’ 
NMWC Image No.: E003882

Distribution: Madagascar. [Afrotropical] [Australasian] 
[New Guinea] [Oriental] 
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Illustrated Checklist to the Old World Cicadellini

Following David Allan Young’s monograph (1986) and 
Stuart H. McKamey’s catalogue (2007), the illustrated 
checklist provides images of as many species as were 
available (over 90%). All synonymy is included, as are 
currently known distributions.  A full bibliography is 
also provided. Many species may be identifi ed based on 
colour pattern alone, but further morphological study is 
sometimes needed for species identifi cation. Therefore, 
references where information on the identity of the spe-
cies may be found have also been included.

For ease of use the species have been divided into sections relating to geographical regions in the Old 
World.  The section “Species of Uncertain Position” refl ects Young’s list at the end of his 1986 
monograph.

Historical Overview of Cicadelline Study

Included within this volume is a brief historical overview of 
cicadelline study from 1758 to the present day. Over 60 in-
dividuals have described species in the subfamily Cicadelli-
nae since Linnaeus. However, around 65% of the total valid 
species (2,300) have been described by just 7 individuals 
and, together with brief individual biographical accounts, 

their studies on the Cicadellinae are 
presented in further detail.

A discussion on which museums 
have the largest cicadelline collec-
tions is also given.  This provides 

a n indication as to the signifi cance of 
major collections in terms of number 

o f specimens housed and the species 
d i - versity of the collections.

Funded by The Leverhulme Trust, Sharpshooter Leafhoppers (Hemiptera:Cicadellidae: Cicadellinae) An 
Illustrated Checklist Part 1: Old World Cicadellini is the fi rst of three volumes that provide an illustrated 
checklist to the colorful insects of the subfamily Cicadellinae.  This fi rst volume includes an introduc-
tion to the Cicadellinae and their study, and an illustrated checklist of Old World species. 
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Following David Allan Young’s monograph (1986) and Stuart H. McKamey’s catalogue 
(2007), the illustrated checklist provides images of as many species as were available 
(over 90%), including type material.  All synonymy is included, as are currently known 
distributions.  A full bibliography is also provided. 

For ease of use the species have been divided into sections relating to geographical 
regions in the Old World :

West Palaearctic Species    New Guinea Species  
Afrotropical Species: Africa   Australasian and Pacifi c Species
Afrotropical Species: Madagascar  Species of Uncertain Position   
Asian Species (incl. East Palaearctic species) Species Introduced from the New World
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